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JULY-FEBRUARY SEED EXPORTS TOTAL $205 MILLION 
SUMMARY 


Exports of U.S. seeds for planting totaled $204.8 million during the July 
1982-February 1983 period, 4 percent above a year earlier. Vegetable seed 
exports totaled $75.1 million, 37 percent of total exports and 10 percent 
above a year ago. Forage seed exports totaled $48.8 million, an increase of 
11 percent over last year, while corn seed exports declined 10 percent to 
$40.4 for the 8-month period. February U.S. seed exports totaled $34.5 
million, 18 percent below a year earlier. 


Forage seed exports during February lagged 20 percent below a year ago, 
totaling $6.7 million. Exports for the July 1982-February 1983 period, 
however, totaled $48.4 million, 11 percent above a year ago. Alfalfa 
Shipments have been slow through February, totaling $11.4 million, a decline 
of 18 percent below a year ago. Clover seed moved well, totaling $5.8 
million, an increase of 41 percent over last year. Ryegrass seed shipments 
have picked up this year, totaling $6.3 million, an increase of 35 percent. 
Kentucky bluegrass and fescue seed shipments have also been good, totaling 
over $5 million each. The Canadian and Japanese markets have been especially 
good, totaling $8.1 million and $5.8 million each, increases of 22 percent and 
9 percent, respectively over last year. The Mexican market for foreage seeds 
has been quiet, totaling only $4.4 million, a decrease of 37 percent in value 
below a year ago. 


Vegetable seed sales of $7.4 million during February were 25 percent below the 
February 1982 level but the total for July 1982-February 1983 was 75.1 
million, 10 percent above a year earlier. Japan continues as the principal 
U.S. vegetable seed market, totaling $12.3 million, a 26 percent increase over 
last year. Shipments to the Netherlands have increased over 50 percent above 
last year, totaling $9.0 million for the first eight months of the marketing 
year. The Mexican vegetable seed market has been slow with shipments totaling 
$7.7 million, 11 percent below a year earlier. Sweet corn, pea and bean seeds 
have been the largest U.S. vegetable seed export items with totals for 
July-February of $8.9 million, $8.4 million and $7.8 million, respectively. 
Greatest increases in exports have been for radish seeds which increased 135 
percent to $3.8 million and for cucumber seeds which jumped 168 percent to 
$3.7 million, for the first eight months of the marketing year. 


Corn seed exports have been slow this year, totaling $40.4 million, 10 percent 
below July-February of the last marketing year. Shipments to Italy totaled 
$14.9 millon through February, 3 percent over a year ago. Exports to Japan 
and France totaled $5.7 million and $5.0 million each, increasing 18 percent 
and 6 percent, respectively, over a year earlier. The Greek market for seed 
corn has lagged with U.S. shipments declining 39 percent to $3.8 million for 
July 1982-February 1983. Exports to Austria totaled $2.1 million through 
February of this year. Shipments of U.S. corn seed to the European Community 
Slowed during February to $7.0 million, 38 percent below February 1982, 
bringing the eight month total for the marketing year to $26.4 million, 2 
percent below a year earlier. 


Grain sorghum seed exports totaled $15.8 million for the July 1982-February 
1983 period, 1 percent above a year ago. Mexico and Japan were the largest 
destinations, totaling $8.2 million and $1.7 million, respectively. Soybean 
shipments have been slow through February, totaling $3.6 million, 47 percent 
below a year earlier. Shipments to Mexico totaled $4.5 million through 
February 1982 compared with $.1 million this year. Exports to Italy, 
totaling $2.5 million through February, have helped offset smaller shipments 
to other markets. Sugar beet seed shipments were active through February, 
totaling $2.7 million, an 88 percent increase over a year earlier. Shipments 
to Sweden increased 105 percent to $.8 million. 


TRADE ALERT 


Japan: C&F Kobe quotation requested for bulk radish seeds for sprouting. 
One container is needed for immediate surface delivery. Bank reference: 
Tajima Bank, Kobe Branch, Kobe, Japan. Contact: Shigeki Hayama, Hosei Co., 
Ltd. (Importer/Manufacturer), No. 24, 1-Chome, Monguchi-Cho, Hyogo-Ku, Kobe, 
Japan. Cable: KKHOSEI KOBE. Telephone: (078) 651-9198. 


Tunisia: Tunisian state agency, Office de La Mise En Valeur de la Vallee 
Medjerda (OMVVM), interested in contacting U.S. exporters of vegetable seeds 
as well as providers of technical assitance, for purchase of seeds and 
production of vegetable seeds at a later stage. Interested U.S. firms should 
contact: Monsieur Le President Directeur General, Office de La Mise En Valeur 
de La valle de La Medjerda (OMVVM), Cite Bouchoucha, 2000 Le Bardo, Tunisia. 
Telex: 12357 OMVVM. 


France: CIF quotations on 3 to 5 metric tons sesame seeds requested for 
mid-July shipment to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Varieties should be erect, 
unbranched and suitable for production of big, white, oil rich seeds in 
desert conditions. Packing shall be in jute and polyethylene bags. U.S. 
phtosanitary certificate is required and buyer also requests cultural 
information. Contact: Bertrand de Reviers, Societe Elf Aquitaine, Tour 
Aquitaine - Cedex 04-92080, Paris La Defence, France. Telex: 203607F. 
Telephone: 778-14-15, Ext. 4065. 


Syria: Quotation requested on 1982 crop, hybrid, short season (less than 100 
day growing period), cornseed. Seed may be of following varieties: A210, 
HSC 370, YUZPSO58C, LG11, or other similar varieties. Germination above 90 
percent, mimium 99 percent purity, moisture less than 14 percent, impurities 
less than 0.5 percent and with non-mercury seed treatment. Packaging shall 
be in 25 kilo paper bags on wooden pallets covered with plastic. Quantity, 
at buyer's option, either 100 tons plus/minus 5 percent or 500 tons 
plus/minus 25 percent. A bid bond is required, 2 percent of the value of the 
offer, valid one month, confirmed by the Commercial Bank of Syria Branch 6 
(Telex 411351 SY). Quotations should be C and F full liner terms for 
delivery before May 20, 1983. Bank reference: Commercial Bank of Syria, 
Damascus. Contact: General Organization for Fodder, P.0. Box 4797, Damascus, 
ees Telex: 411089 or 411124 ALAF SY. Cable: ALAF. Telephone 221689 or 

93. 
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All World Grain Situation/Outlook Circulars are available at 9:00 a.m. of the day designated. All other 
FAS circular reports listed above are available after 3 p.m. on the day of release from FAS Information 
Services Staff, Room 5918 South Building, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250. 
Telephone (202) 447-7937. 


1 Available from FAS, Information Division, Room 5918 South Building. 


2 Prepared jointly by USDA's Foreign Agricultural Service, Economic Research Service and the World 
Agricultural Outlook Board. Limited number of copies and subscription information are available from 
the World Agricultural Outlook Board Room 5143 South Building, Washington, D.C. 20250. Telephone 


(202) 447-5447. 


3 On day of release copies available from USDA Press Service. 
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Do you need 
information about 


@ Overseas markets and buying trends? 
e New competitors and products? 

e Trade policy developments? 

e Overseas promotional activities? 


Then Foreign Agriculture —USDAs 
fact-filled monthly agricultural trade 


magazine —is for you. Based on official 
USDA data available nowhere else, 


~ Foreign Agriculture 


Focus on Latin America 


yi 


Foreign Agriculture articles are clear 
and crisp, written to provide the export 
information you need, in a concise and 
extremely readable form. 


Special information is found in Foreign 
Agriculture’s telegraphed, targeted 
news departments: Fact File, Country 
Briefs, Trade Updates and Marketing 
News. And its tables and graphs will 
give you an immediate grasp of what's 
going on overseas. 


_— 


Pe cote Foreign Agriculture 


y, N 
Soybean Trade 


In addition, periodic special issues — 
such as the recent one devoted entirely 
to the European Community — will give 
you a wide range of detailed information. 


If you use agricultural facts and figures 
in your business, you need Foreign 
Agriculture. 


Subscribe today! Fill in the subscrip- 
tion form and mail it now. When you 
receive your first colorful, fact-filled 
issue, you'll be glad you did! 


Foreign Agriculture 


European 
Community: 


its 
Trade Policies 


SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 


Please print or type 
Write check payable to: 


Enter My Subscription To FOREIGN AGRICULTURE 


@ 18.00 domestic (United States and its possessions); $22.50 foreign. The Government 
Printing Office requires that foreign addressees send international money orders, 


Superintendent of Documents 
MAIL ORDER FORM TO: 
Superintendent of Documents 


Government Printing Office 
Washington, D.C. 20402 


For Office Use Only 


Quantity Charges 
Enclosed 
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Subscriptions 

Postage 


Foreign handling 


MMOB 

OPNR 
UPNS 
Discount 
Refund 


UNESCO coupons, or checks drawn on a domestic bank only. 


Enclosed is $ 
() Check 

() Money order 

(1) Charge to my Deposit Account 


Credit Card Orders Only (Visa and Mastercard) 


Total charges $ 


Credit card No. 
No. 


Order No. 


Expiration Date Month/Year 
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FOREIGN AGRICULTURE CIRCULARS 


The Foreign Agricultural Service issues a number of Foreign Agriculture Circulars during the year on various commodities 
and export services for the food and agricultural trade, as well as specialized publications pertaining to individual commodities. 


HOW TO ORDER: Check the title of each publication you wish to order. Remit a check for the total amount payable to 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on U.S. banks, cashier’s checks, or international money orders will be accepted 
in payment. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 

Information Division 

Information Services Staff, Room 5918-S 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Washington, D.C. 20250 


PLEASE ENTER THE NUMBER OF SUBSURIPTIONS DESIRED BELOW: SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
Domestic Foreign 
10002 WEEKLY ROUNDUP OF WORLD PRODUCTION AND TRADE 
(Current news items and statistics on various commodities and NO CHARGE 


summary of recent developments in world production and trade) 


10003 COFFEE (3 issues) $10.00 $15.00 
10004 COTTON (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 


DAIRY, LIVESTOCK & POULTRY: 


10005 EXPORT TRADE & PROSPECTS (8 issues) 20.00 40.00 
10006 MEAT & DAIRY MONTHLY IMPORTS (12 issues) 25.00 35.00 
10007 DAIRY SITUATION (2 issues) 5.00 7.00 
10008 LIVESTOCK & POULTRY SITUATION (2 issues) 5.00 10.00 
10009 ALL 24 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 55.00 92.00 
GRAINS: 
poten Tea mei OOD SITUATION, OUTLOOK, STAT. REPORTS (18 issues) 40.00 75.00 
10011 EXPORT MARKET (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10013 USSR GRAIN SITUATION & OUTLOOK (12 issues) 15.00 20.00 
10014 ALL 42 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 85.00 145.00 
10015 HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10016 OILSEEDS & PRODUCTS (14 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10017 SEEDS (12 issues) 40.00 70.00 
10018 SUGAR, MOLASSES & HONEY (4 issues) 10.00 15.00 
10019 TEA, SPICES & ESSENTIAL OILS (4 issues) 10.00 15.00 
10020 TOBACCO (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10021 WORLD CROP PRODUCTION (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10022 COCOA (2 issues) 5.00 7.50 
TOTAL REPORTS ORDERED TOTAL SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 
ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $ MADE PAYABLE TO FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE. 
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